
 
Meet Penny 

 

 

“More than anything, I have learned that God works all things out in due time and in your season.” 

 

Penny was born in Chicago, Illinois but moved to Indianapolis, Indiana when she was very young. Her mother 

was deported back to Canada when Penny was just a baby, so she was raised by her Aunt Helen until she was 

11 years old. When her aunt passed away, her cousin George and his wife Alice adopted Penny. Through the 

adoption, Penny acquired a new family and cousins that became more like siblings. 

Home life was very different with her adopted family.  When Penny lived with her Aunt Helen, they moved 

around every two to three months. Her new parents owned their home.  This provided Penny with a stable 

home and environment where she thrived.  

After graduating from high school, Penny attended Indiana College of Business and Technology.  In 1979, 

Penny moved to Murfreesboro and was hired on at The Tennessee Technology Center.  She loved it so much 

she stayed there until she retired after 21 years.  

Although her professional life was very fulfilling, her personal life was a struggle that was filled with financial 

hardship. Due to circumstances out of her control and trying to make ends meet, Penny was forced to make 

some hard decisions.  One of the hardest was to leave her home and move into an apartment. 

In 2019, when Penny’s rent began going up, she knew she had to make a change. She attended a meeting at 

the Murfreesboro Housing Authority to see if she qualified for any assistance. While at the meeting, she met a 

gentleman that worked for Habitat for Humanity. Penny shared her situation and he gave her info about the 

Habitat program. She felt very convicted that God brought the two of them together that day, so she decided 

to apply. 

Being a part of the Habitat family has been such an incredible blessing for Penny. She has learned so much 

while in the program and knows this is just the beginning of more blessings. Penny is looking forward to 

having a nice home that she can afford, a pleasant backyard where her grandbabies can play, and being a part 

of a supportive community. 


