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2020 Cookin’ To Build – Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity 

The 13th Annual Cookin’ To Build event is scheduled for 

Saturday, November 7, 2020, 11 am – 1:30 pm, on the Historic 

Murfreesboro Town Square. 

We will follow all Covid-19 protocols for a safe event which 

may include some changes in how we serve food, and 

spreading the event out to provide more social distancing. At 

this time, masks will be required for general entry and can be 

removed to eat or drink. We’ll advise all as we know updates. 

Held every year in early November, all proceeds from the event are used to build affordable housing for families 

in Rutherford County.  No money is used for administrative purposes.  

We have raised $20,000 from previous Cookin' To Build events from a $20 entry fee plus sponsorships. Last year’s 
event included over 30 teams who prepared dishes, usually chilies, soups, stews or gumbos, and vied for prizes. 
The teams are from organizations, groups, churches, schools and local businesses that prepare the food for free as 
a way to help support Habitat. They do not pay an entry fee (just a $50 deposit to reserve the space) Tickets for 
the event are $20 and include a painted pottery bowl to take home, “all you can eat” from the food booths, free 
dessert and drinks and musical entertainment.  We sell an average of 600-700 tickets. Prior to the event, 
attendees can also go to The Pottery Place in Murfreesboro and paint their own bowl for a small fee. The pottery 
stores also donate the bowls for the other ticketed attendees.  Bowl painting starts August 1st. 

This event is very popular with families, seniors and students. Several 

Sponsorship Levels are available for businesses and corporate partners 

(from $500 - $5000), as well as supporter donors and trade-outs.  In 

addition to signage and marketing, sponsors may also be involved in 

employee volunteer days at Habitat house builds. Volunteering on a 

Habitat build is a great way for employees to bond and engage in the 

community, learn valuable building/home maintenance skills, work 

hand-in-hand with Habitat Partner Families and see immediate results 

of their efforts.  

Potential sponsors should contact:  Melissa Cross, melissa@rchfh.org, 615-603-5395.  

Potential Food Booths should contact: Megan Hutchings, megan@rchfh.org, 615-890-5877 x.106 

 

We build strength, stability, self-reliance and shelter. 
 

As an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity has built 164 
affordable homes and completed many additional Neighborhood Revitalization, Aging In Place and Home Rehab 
projects. Habitat houses are built with funds from individual donations, grants, events and corporate 
sponsorships. We do not receive money from Habitat for Humanity International. 
Habitat does not give houses away but instead helps families who would not qualify for a mortgage, and provides 
the financial education and guidance for them to buy a house at no profit to Habitat through a low interest 
mortgage. In addition to a mandatory 44-week financial and homeowner education program, they must complete 
300-400 hours of “sweat equity”. Habitat Partner Families are then equipped to sustain their home, manage their 
money and move out of the cycle of poverty. We call this “A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out”! 
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