
 

Meet  Willie 
 

  
 
 

“I have not been this happy in a long time” 
 

Born in West Tennessee, Willie lived in Memphis for 40 plus years. The second of six children, he 
loved playing sports with his siblings. Upon his graduation from high school, he got a job with the 
Sanitation Department for the City of Memphis. He started out as a crew member and worked his 
way up to a truck driver. He worked there for 23 years until he lost his job due to an accident. 
Willie found himself without a job and living the street life. 
 
After some long, hard times, Willie wanted a new life. He knew to do that, he would have to 
move away from friends, family, and the only place he had ever called home. He chose 
Murfreesboro because he had one brother here who spoke of the welcoming community and 
opportunities. Nineteen years later, Willie is still here. He has spent several years healing from his 
past and is ready to start this new chapter in his life. 
 
One day, Willie was sitting in his apartment thinking about his future and how it was time to put 
some money and heart into something he would own. Having a family member who is a Habitat 
homeowner, Willie decided to apply to the Habitat program.  When he found out he was 
accepted, Willie said, “Finally, something in my life is going right!” 
 
Willie has enjoyed each new phase of the Habitat Program and what he is learning during the 
transitions. “Ms. Megan, I am like a kid in a candy shop and this is like a dream come true,” he 
said with a smile. He shared that he has been a “gangster of nothing” for some time and is 
looking forward to the number of possibilities this new home will bring. He would like to thank 
everyone who is making this build possible through donation of their time, talents, and treasures. 


