
Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity: Future Homeowner Candace Pettus 

Candace Pettis is not your typical Habitat Future Homeowner. She’s 61 years “young” and her children 

have grown. But her determination to own her own home and the story of her journey is fascinating and 

inspiring to all. 

Candace is a true “survivor” in every sense of the word! She’s had six heart attacks, a divorce, raised her 

kids as a single mother, has bought and then lost a home and didn’t make it through the Habitat Future 

Homeowners program the first time around. Her determination, drive and faith in God got her through 

all of those obstacles. 

Married to a career Navy Quartermaster who spent 90% of the year on duty, most often on a 

submarine, Candace was basically a single mother. She moved from the Navy base in GA to 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee to be closer to her family, and raised her three daughters with a great work 

ethic and confidence that they could be whatever they wanted to be in life. After getting divorced, she 

promised her three daughters that they would not “become a statistic” of living in poverty and she 

always had a job to make ends meet as best she could, from working in the kitchen of a hospital to 

working as a Nurse Assistant at a veterans home to her current job as a janitor for Goodwill. 

Today, eldest daughter Nakia has her doctorate in Education and is a Principal at a High School in 

Nashville, TN. Middle daughter Musheda is a High School teacher and basketball coach in Huntsville, AL. 

And youngest daughter Piairra is a Pre-School teacher in Nashville, TN. All three credit their mother for 

raising them well, even when living in low-income neighborhoods where crime and bad behavior was 

rampant. 

Candace has lived in the same apartment for 10 years and makes the very best of it that she can. Her 

apartment is immaculate, and she has a great talent for decorating and décor crafts. She also is very 

active with the neighborhood children and regularly hosts parties and “Kid’s Club” activities for them. 

But the apartment complex and neighborhood is also crime-ridden and constantly on Candace’s mind. 

She’s been known to stand up to drug dealers and other criminals, especially if they want to get close to 

the children. But she also fears that they’ll come after her. And even though she’s a great housekeeper, 

the apartment has mold and other problems such as water leaks and heating issues. She had owned a 

house in the past but lost it when she got a divorce and then starting having serious health issues. She 

vowed to one day have her own house again. 

After several heart attacks, one that landed her in a coma and on life support for 19 days, Candace  

realized she needed to change her eating and lifestyle habits. She lost 135 lbs in 5 months and is now 

svelte and fit. She can tell you all about how to eat and take care of yourself and is also a great 

spokesperson on how to recognize signs of a heart attack. 

Candace is working diligently to complete the Habitat Financial and Homeowner Education Program and 

be ready to build her house and finalize her mortgage in the spring of 2019.  


