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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church and Rutherford County Area Habitat for 
Humanity Partner to Build with Area Elementary Students 
 
2nd Annual St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Panel Build will include Murfreesboro fifth and sixth 
graders building the walls for a Habitat house in just five hours. 
 
Murfreesboro, TN (April, 2018) – Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity (RCHFH) and St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church are excited to partner with Murfreesboro City Schools for a Community 

Panel Build slated for May 12. Habitat “Panel Builds” are exciting events in which all of the 

exterior and interior walls for a Habitat house are built in just 5 hours! As the walls are built, 

they are used to construct a temporary Habitat house right there in a parking lot. The St. Paul’s 

Panel Build will take place on Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. in the parking lot of the 

church at 315 East Main Street in downtown Murfreesboro. 

 

The partnership with Murfreesboro City Schools, developed by Dr. Linda Gilbert, Director of 

Schools, and Terri Shultz, Executive Director of RCHFH, will start with a group of Leadership Sixth 

Graders spending a day with Habitat Construction Manager Roy Saylor and his crew preparing 

the lumber for a Habitat house construction. The students will apply their math and team-

building skills to measure and cut the lumber needed to build the frame of a Habitat house. 

Projects like these show students the relationship of math in everyday careers and help spark 

interest in architecture, construction and construction management. 

 

The second phase of this project will be the St. Paul’s Panel Build on Saturday, May 12, where 20 

fifth and sixth grade students from area elementary schools along with 20 students from St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church membership will participate in two hour-and-a-half shifts to construct 

the walls. The students will be accompanied by adult supervisors. Normally the minimum age for 

students to participate in Habitat builds is age 14 on a Panel Build and 16 on the Habitat job site. 
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Executive Director Shultz was determined to get this age exception approved by the Habitat 

Board of Directors and Habitat for Humanity International for fifth and sixth graders, usually age 

10 and 11, and Dr. Gilbert was encouraged to partner with Habitat after the success of the If I 

Had A Hammer student build at Hobgood Elementary School last year. During that program 

students came together from several area schools to build a playhouse in the gymnasium of the 

school, giving students hands-on construction experience as well as team building social skills. 

Gilbert and RCHFH plan is to expand this concept next year and do a full Student Habitat Panel 

Build on a school property, with students from across city elementary schools. 

 

In addition to the build activities for selected fifth and sixth graders, the St. Paul’s Panel Build 

event will include craft projects for kids, food, and fun for all ages. People are invited to sign up 

to volunteer and build hand-in-hand with Habitat Future Homeowners, learn about the need for 

affordable housing in Rutherford County, sign the walls with words of encouragement, share the 

event in social media and be in the final team photo with the constructed Habitat house at 

around 2:30 p.m. 

 

After the team photo, the house will be deconstructed and the walls will be moved to their 

permanent location at 415 Douglas Ave. in Murfreesboro for Habitat Future Homeowner 

Takisha as part of Habitat’s First Responders Build. In the following weeks and months, 

volunteers from Murfreesboro Police Dept, Murfreesboro Fire & Rescue, Rutherford Fire and 

Rescue, Rutherford County Sheriff’s Dept, Rutherford County EMS, St. Thomas Rutherford 

Hospital and other “first responders” will build the house, starting on June 1st and completing 

the build for a House Dedication and event to honor First Responders on September 11th.  

 

Habitat Future Homeowner Takisha (“Kisha”) is a Medical Assistant in the Pediatrics Department 

of a local medical clinic. She is excited to build her house this summer and will be working to 

compete her 300 hours of “sweat equity” required to be in the Habitat program. She has 

completed the 30-week Financial and Homeowner Education program and has her finances in 

order, so she can qualify for the 0-interest mortgage to buy her Habitat home. This unique 

process encourages homeowners to be prepared to maintain their home, manage their money, 

and be invested in the program and the neighborhood. More information about homeowner 

qualifications and the process are on the website: www.rchfh.org .  
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About Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity (RCHFH)  

 

Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit, non-denominational Christian 

housing ministry, seeks to bring people together to build homes, communities, and hope.  This is 

done through building quality, affordable, sustainable houses while partnering alongside low-

income, qualified applicants.  Homes are built by RCHFH construction staff, future homeowners, 

and community volunteers.  After a home is completed, it is sold to the future homeowner at no 

profit with a zero interest loan. We build strength, stability, self-reliance and shelter. 

 

About St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Murfreesboro 

Founded in 1892, St. Paul's Episcopal Church is a community of 275-plus families united in the 

worship of God through Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are led in worship by our Rector, 

The Rev. Colin M. Ambrose, and Assistant to the Rector, Dr. David Rowe. Our Music Minister is 

Mrs. Angela Tipps, and our Children's Ministry Coordinator is Diane Baker. Our Rector Emeritus, 

The Rev James K. Polk Van Zandt, retired in 2017. 
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St. Paul’s & Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity History: 
Throughout the history of St. Paul’s the parish has been confronted with moving the 
location of the church building. In 1929 the parish moved the building from Spring 
Street to its current location on East Main. Later on in the late 1960’s St. Paul’s bought 
property on Clark Boulevard in anticipation of a move to that location. By 1971, the 
parish changed its mind and sold the Clark Blvd. property. In the late 1990’s as the 
parish was growing significantly and added a third worship service on Sunday morning, 
the Clergy and Vestry engaged with the parish in a long range planning process to 
discern where and what God was calling them to be as a thriving parish. It was after this 
long and thoughtful process that again, the decision was to remain and claim presence 
as a downtown church and minister to the “neighborhood footprint”. 
Meanwhile, the Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity affiliate was established by a 

group of volunteers in 1989 and began the ministry of helping people move into a home 

with an affordable mortgage, offering “a hand up, not a hand out”.  

It is no coincidence that the decision of St. Paul’s to remain a downtown church has 

been influenced to some degree by the same inspiration of those early volunteers at 

Rutherford County Area Habitat for Humanity. As of March, 2018, Habitat has built 152 

homes of which approximately 75% of those are in the downtown footprint. 

### 
 

The media is encouraged to join us for this exciting and visual event. Interviews, Habitat 
Homeowner Bio, and photos/video are available.  

Also available: statistics on Affordable Housing and the Benefits of Homeownership, including 
those that improve childhood education.  

Video: Dr. Gilbert “Habitat: Educational Impact on Children” - https://youtu.be/wBQCOJp7PCE  

https://youtu.be/wBQCOJp7PCE

