
Meet Ali 
 
 

 
 

New Start  
 

 
Originally from Iraq, Ali is the second oldest of three boys. He and his family lived together in Iraq for 
several years. He commented that they were a middle-class family and their home was very different 
than the homes in the United States. When Iraq became too dangerous, the family fled to Syria in 
2005. 
 
Over the next nine years, Ali and his family, stayed in the Middle East. However, they knew they 
wanted a better life. Their friends, who had traveled before them to the United States, reassured 
them they would be safe and secure if they moved. In 2014, his family left their home and 
everything they knew to come to Tennessee to new start a new life.  
 
The family eventually landed in Smyrna where there was promise of work and stability.  Once they 
got settled, Ali was hired on at Wal-Mart. He started in the maintenance department and has worked 
his way up. He is now the Home Lines Department Head.  
 
Education has also always been very important to Ali. Even though Ali had already been in college for 
two years, his college credits did not transfer.  That that did not stop him. He currently attends 
Motlow and is working towards a degree in accounting. 
 
In 2017, his family encouraged him to apply for the Habitat Program. They felt that becoming a 
homeowner would allow Ali the experience and stable environment to continue to work towards his 
goals. 
 
Ali still cannot believe he is a part of the Habitat Program, one that he thinks is amazing. “It is so 
touching that people come from all over to make other people happy,” he said with a smile. He has 
enjoyed learning how to budget as well as the process of how homes are built in the US. Ali is 
extremely grateful for the experiences that have brought him to this season and to all those who are 
helping him achieve his future goals.  


